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Glorious Change of the Vile Body. 


PIII. II. a1. 
Who ſhall change our vile Body, that it may be 


| faſhioned like unto his glorious Body. 


HE Apoſtle Paul in the Chapter open before us, ak 
ter ſome Precepts laid down, concludes with two 
Motives to perſwade Men to the Practiee of them; 
nd theſe are, the Coming of Cur1sT, in the Verſe pre- 
ceeding my Text; and the Reſurrection of the Saints now 
read unto you. Both of them are very ſolemn and ſublime 
Thoughts : But it is only the latter which comes immediate - 
ly within the Campaſs of our preſent Meditation, o 


The Ręſurrectian of the Dead, and, which is much the 
ſame thing, the Transformation of thoſe ſaund alive, at the 
coming of CHRIST, are very clearly revealed in the New 
Teſtament, eſpecially by the Apoſtle Paul. But the Glory 
of a Believer's Raiſed Body is not, nor indeed can it be any 
where more fully expreſs'd, than in the Words under our 
immediate View. Who Hall change our vile Body, that it 
may be faſhioned like unto his glorious Body, 


The Apoſtle tells us, Our Bodies are now wile; our vile 
Bodies ſhall be changed ; it is our Lord JESUS CHRIST 
who ſhall change them; and they ſhall be ſaſbion d hike unto 
bis glorious Body. How much is crowded into a few tor 
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how emphatical are they! how copious! how ſublime | 
How amply do they fill the Mind, and exhaoft the Imagina- 
tion, inſpire our Faith, and awaken our Joy? 

In handling theſe Words, I ſhall only have Time to ſpeak 
co three of the four Articles (or if you pleaſe, Deines 
which you ſee are plainly contained in them. 


Theſe Badies of ours, in their preſent State, are VILE, BO- 

DIES.” Who fall change e ? Shall 4 here 
let our Thoughts looſe upon a few Particulars, which will 
render it plain, and humble us with the ſad Conviction. 
Theſe Bodies, of whoſe Beauty and Vigor we are ſo apt to 
boaſt, alas, they are vile Bodies. 

Their Original is meati and deſpicable. Id the Senſe of 
the Greek Text, our Body was vile, even in the Purity of its 
örſt Creation. The Word which we tranſlate vile, is 
rar 0698; The Body of our Humiltatign. * Tis a humble 
Body. It carries Humiliation even i rigin and Con- 
ſtitution. It comes from Humas ; the moiſt Ground ; The 
Clay; the low Earth. The Firſt Principle of Humane, is 
Humus. Humiliation and Vileneſs ia thus entail'd upon our 
Body, even from the primitive Materials out of which it 
was framed, Even Adam in Paradiſe and Innocence, might 
in this ſacred ſenſe, have own'd a Vile Body, 


And now, Let the Proud. Creature look down to the 
Earth and view the Duſt from which he ſprung, and then 
confeſs his Body Vile. And the Lord God formed Man out 
7 the Dull of the Ground. Out of the Clay was this living 
Frame faſhioned; here it had its humble Original; and 
from this abject Earth did it ariſe and ſhoot up, thus curious 
in its Form and Conſtitution. This beauteous Arrangement 
of finer Duſt, was taken from the common Glebe, into which 
it muſt quiekly fall, and reſolve again. The Limbs which 
now ſhew the exacteſt Symmetry and Proportion, the Pulſes 
which beat with the fierceſt Energy and Life, and the A ſpect 
that is fluſh'd with Health and Beauty, owe all their Exif 
ance ro the ſame Clodꝭ of Earth which barbour _— 
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- thren, the Worms: The Worms, which wait to feaſt upon 

our mouldering Carcaſe ; and riot in our waſting Fleſh. 

The Body is of the Earth, earthy: Duſt it is, and to Duſt 

it ſhall return. Let us reflect thus, and then coutels, 
This VILE BODY. 


It is a ſinful Body, and therefore a vile Body, It has in 
it a Body of Death; and no wonder it looks ghaſtly, and 
loathſome, and vile. All its Appetites are vitiated, and 
diſorder'd, and it leads the Soul about like a Malefactor in 
Chains. The Spirit which God has infuſed, is depraved and 
polluted by it: and Original Sin is communicated thro' the 
Veins of the guilty Parent. The ſeveral Senſes of the 
Body prove ſo many T raitors to the nobler Faculties of the 
Mind, and continually captivate and debaſe jt, How many 
Sins enter at the Eyes ? and how many idle Ideas paſs in at 
the Ears, forever open to the Vanity of empty and corrupted 
Air. The Luxuries of the Palate debauch the ' enflavyed 
Mortal, and drag him on to Exceſs and Intemperance. He 
wanders among ſenſible Appearances, and forgets ſpiritual 
and divine Realities. He is hardly brought to confider, 
that the things which are SEEN are temporal, but the 
things which are not ſeen are eternal. Is not the Body, that 
thus abuſes the Soul, the Rational Principle within, a vile 
Body ? The Body, the beautiful Workmanſhip of an Alwiſe 
Artificer, how is it ſunk beneath the Level of the brutal 
World, by its Sin againſt God? O wretched that we are J 
who ſhall deliver us from the Body of this Death © + 


Our Body is a weak, infirm Body, and therefore a vile 
Body. It is a feeble Houſe of Clay, that totters to every 
Blaſt. Diſeaſe and Mortality lurk in every Member, and 
Vein, and Muſcle; It is liable to Contagions and Diſtempers 
of all Sorts. They march filent and unſeen in the fine Air 
about us. They lie brooding in their Venom, through all 
the Fluids within: Latent Deſtruction! Death in Ambuſ- 
cade! A Thouſand different Fevers ſtand ready to ſeize this 
Body; to torment it, and to burn away its Life: To lick 
up the finer Spirits, and ſnap the Vital Cord. It may be 

at 
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at once blinded by a Defluxion of Rheum, fetter's with the 
Tortures of the Gout, and broken in the Agonies of the 
Stone : Like Samp/on in the Philiſtian Prifon-houſe, at the 
fame Time blinded, and fbactled, and grinding. Every Nerve 
about us, is capable of Fains too great for us to bear, · too 
ſtrong for us to reſiſt, and too ſubti! for us to eſcape: The 
Strength of the moſt athletick Body, is ſtill on the Wing; 
may fly away ſuddenly ; will do it ſpeedily 3 and muſt at 
laſt wholly leave it. The Beauty of the moſt amiable Body, 
is every. Day haſting to fade, and go out in obſcure Darkneks 
Our daily eating and drinking, proclaim a feeble Body, that 
would faint and die if theſe were omitted. Every Time we 
ſet down to a Table, or take a Cup in our Hand, we confeſs 
we are Creatures that need conſtant Support and Nouriſh- 
ment. When we lie down. to the neceſſary Sleep of the 
Night, we own the Sleep of the Night muſt relieve us a 
little from the long Slumber of the Grave. Every Breath 
we draw inſinuates, in a ſilent Whiſper, our Frailty, out 
Dependance on God, and our ſhort Continuance : It warns 
us that our Liſe is Wind. — So weak is our Body, that it 
takes away much of our Thought from our Souls, to contrive 
for irs Life, and Health, and Suſtenance. Let us look now 
upon the brittle Frame, and exclaim, O the vile Body 


It is a dying Body, and therefore a vile Body. Here our 
Bodies now ſtand, perhaps flouriſhing in all the Pride and 
Bloom of Yooth : Strong our Sinews ; moiſt our Bones; 
active and ſupple our Joints ; our Pulſes beating with Vigor, 
and our Hearts leaping with a Profuſion of Life and Energy. 
Bat oh ! Vain Appearance and gaudy Dream ! Surely every 


| Man at his beſt Eſtate, is altogether Vanity. He walks in a 


vain Show; he glitters, with dejuſive- Colors; he ſpends his 
Years as an Idle Tale. What avails it, that he is now hardy 
and robuſt, who muſt quickly pant upon a Death-bed. 
What avails it, that his Limbs are ſprightly in their eaſy 
Motions, which muſt quickly ſtretch in the dying Agony. 
The Lips now fluſh'd with a Roſey Colour, will anon quiver 
and turn pale. The Eyes that roll with a ſparkling Viva- 
city, will fix in a ghaſtly Horror, The moſt muſical Voice 

will 
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will be ſtop'd ; and the tuneful Breath fly away. The Face 
where Beauty now triumphs, will appear cold, and wan, and 
diſmal, rifled by the Hand of Death. A cold Sweat will 
chill the-Body ; a hoarſe Rattling will fill the Throat ; the 
Heart will heave with Pain and Labour, and the Lungs catch 
for Breath, but gaſp in vain. Our Friends ſtand in Tears 
about our Bed: They weep ; but they canuot help us. The 
very Water with which they would cool and moiſten our 
parched Mouths, we receive with a hollow Groan. Anon 
we give a Gaſp, and they ſhriek out in Diſtreſs, Ob! He's 
gone, — He's dead] The Body in that Inſtant ſtretches on 
the Sheets, an awful Corpſe. This is the End of our Body 


for this World: Pronounce now; Is it not a vile Body ? 


But this brings me to the laſt Article, | 

Our Body will quickly be 4 dead Body, and this proclaims 
it a vile Body. The Silks and ſoft Linnen which now fold 
and adorn theſe Bodies, muſt be changed for a winding 
Sheer. The Applauſe and Compliment wiiich now flatter 
us, are not heard in the Retirements of the Grave, to diſturb 
its awful Silence : Nor ſhall Reproaches and Revilings 
break in upon our Reſt there, Our pleaſant Habitations 
will be left for others, while we have no Apartment left us, 
but a Coffin,” or a Tomb at moſt. We ſhall forſake our 


Diſhes and our Tables; and our ſelves become Food for the 


crawling Verinin of the Duſt. How quickly ſhall we haſten to 
Clay and Aſhes, in the ſolitary, and dark; and cold Grave g 


In a few Years, the moſt beauteous, or leartied, or pious 
Head will grin a hideous Skull. Our broken Coſſins will 
ſhew nothing but black Bones, and black Mould, and Worms 
and Filth. The Places that knew us ſhall know us no more. 
The Perſons who were moſt intimate in our Acquaintance; 
who ſooth'd us with their Viſits, or careſs'd us in their 
Boſoms, will now forget us. When they ſhall perhaps enter 
our Tombs and take up our Bones in their Hands; they'll 
not ſuſpect the frightful Carcaſe to be Ours, ſave by the- 
Letters on the broken Coffin, or the Inſcription on the 
mouldring Monument, b 

„ | And 
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And now, Man giveth up the Ghoſt, and where is he? 
What becomes of the Dream of Worldly Happineſs? Where 
are the Houſes, and the Coffers ? The Great Name, the 
joud Applauſe, and the Brutal Pleaſure ? His Riches are 
left to others : And to whom he knows not; whether a 

Viſe Man or a Fool. He forfakes his numerous Houſes, 
and is confined to a narrow Coffin, in a lonely Vault. Out 
of all his Lands he retains but a few Foot of Earth to cover 
him from the Sight. His boaſted Name is forgot among the 
living, and ſcarce once in an Age caſually read upon his 
Grave-ſtone. His Breath goeth forth, he returneth to his 
Earth; in that very Day his Thoughts periſh. f 


The Spirit is given up; and ſee the Body drops down, 
pale, and ſtiff, and cold. The Eyes are fixt ; the Teeth 
are ſet; the Breath is fled. Is this the Face we once gaz'd 
upon with ſo much Pleaſure ? Are theſe the Cheeks that 
22 ſo freſh, and bloom'd ſo lovely ? Are theſe the 

ips that ſmil'd ſo graceful, and pour'd out ſuch a gliding 
Stream of Eloquence and Muſick ? Where's the tuneful 
Voice that once hell the liſtening Ear, and rais'd the atten- 
tive Eye ? Where are the proportioned Limbs, the ſupple 
Fun the vigorous Pulſes, the beating Heart, the working 
3rain, and the breathing Breaſt ? Lo, the Body is laid in the 
Doſt, and the Worms cover it. Polluted Vermin crawl 
over every Part of the elegant Form, and the enchanting 
Face. It is folded in a winding Sheet, it is nailed in a black 
Coffin, and it is depoſited in a ſilent Vault, amidſt Shades and 
Solitude. The Skin breaks and moulders away; the Fleſh 
drops in Duſt from the Bones ; the Bones are covered with 
black Mould, and Worms twiſt about them. The Coffins 
break, and the Graves fink in, and the disjointed Skeleton 
ſtrews the lonely Vault. This ſhapely Fabrick muſt leave its 
Ruins among the Graves; lie neglected and forgot; moulder 
away without a Name, and ſcatter among the Elements. 
© And were theſe Bones once living like ours ? and muſt ours 
be as they? This hideous Skull, the frightful Jaw fallen, 
and the black Teeth naked to the Eye, was it once a thinking 

a Frame, 
4 Pſal, cxlvi. 4. 


The glorious Change of the vile Body, 11 


Frame, covered with a beauteous Skin ? Strange Alteration 
made by Death! And are not our Burying-Grounds fall of 
ſuch Spectacles? What do they but illuſtrate and confirm 
the Doctrine? Methinks every Grave, with open Mouth, 
preaches upon my Text, This Vile Body. O Vile Body! 
under what infamous Diſhonours of Loath ſomeneſs and 
Corruption art thou? Thou muſt be laid away in the duſty 
Galleries of the Grave, the gloomy Chambers of Death, un! 
regarded and unknown ; loſt in deep Retirement, and awful 
Silence. O Vile Body Wau 


Thus we have ſeen with what Propriety Vileneſs belongs 
to theſe Bodies. How ſuitable and emphatical the degrad- 
ing Epithet ? Let us here pauſe, and improve, and fer 
Limits to the Deſcription. 


Is this Body ſo Vile and Wretched ? Her vain and feoli/h 
is it to be Proud of our Body. to o& pa tis ratet, hav; 
Tb: Body of our Humiliation, Vain Men! Proud of the very 
Body of Humiliation ; Vile, debaſing, ſiuful Clay. Why 
ſhould we fer our Eyes upon that which is not; or iu a/little 
Time will not be? Why ſhould we prefer our Bodies, aud 
forget our Souls? Cloath and adorn thoſe, while we are 
regardleſs of the Salvation of theſe ? Why, ye Fair, ſhould 
ye be proud of a Beauty deſtin'd to the embrace of Worms? 
Or why, ye Strong, ſhould ye boaſt the hardy Nature, which 
muſt quickly faint, and drop down breathleſs, . O far be 
the Thoughts from us, to be vain of ſuch vile Bodies“ 
A way, the haughty Mein, and the diſdainful Glance; the 
conſcious Smile, and the aſſuming Brow. Away the artful 
Movements and manag'd Airs of Wantonneſs and Pride. No 
more let airy Faſhions and looſer Modes of Dreſs expole the 
Body. Nor let it be loſt in the ſtudied Diſproportions- of 
an ambitious Garb, Why need we affect an Apparel, fan- 
taſtically Demure, on the one Hand; or chooſe on the other, 
Pomp, and Glitter, and empty Show? We may appear de- 
cent in the Polite World, without running through all the 
quick Succeſſion of Fopperies : The round + Attire be tle 

B 2 on, 


+ The Round Tire like the Moon, in Iſai. iii. 18. was the Silver 
Creſcent worn upon the Head, in idolatrous Honour to Diana 


Coddeſi of the Chaſe, 
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Moon, i in a perpetual Circle of Changes. Let the vile Body 
be CLOATHED with HUMILITY :* Modeſty _ | 
Sobriety are the beſt Ornaments. 


But let us ſet Limits to the Exclamation, and not carry 0 
too far. No; our Bodies, vile as they are, are to be honour- 
ed and reſpected by us. They are the wonderful Produc- 
tion of Omnipotence. the curious Workmanſhip of an alwiſe 
Artificer. Let the Body of the Sinner be as vile as it will, 
your Bodies, ye happy Believers, are raiſed above the com- 
mon Clay in a nobler Honour, What, know ye not, (ſays 
the Apoſtle) that your Bodies are the M:mbers of ]ESUS 
CHRIST: Know ye net, that your Bodies are the Tem- 
ples of the HOLY GHOST, that dwelleth in you} Our 

ies, it is true, are in many reſpects vile; but yer, under 
all their humble Circumſtances, they are the Members of our 
Lord JESUS. Let us always then, when we call our Bodies 
vile, remember that they are noble too, and intitled to the 
ſublimeſt Honours. Let us take Care of them, cheriſh 
them, view them in the Light in which CHRIST looked 
upon his own Body. For be ſpake concerning the Temple 
of his Body, Joh. ii. 21. Let us reſpect and reverence our 
Bodies, as the Temples of the HOLY SPIRIT; the Mem- 
bers af JESUS CHRIST, and the Candidates of a glorious 
Reſurrection. When we wall, or feed, or cloath, or adorn 
our Bodies, let ſuch Meditatzons as theſe, produce, and 


ſanctify the AR. 
But we came to the ſecond Doctrine. 


Theſe vile Bodies of ours ſhall be CHANGED. The 
greateſt Part of Believers on CHRIST ſhall be changed by a 
Reſurrection from the Dead: But not all. Some ſhall ne- 
ver die, but be found alive at the Appearance of CHRIST : 
Theſe ſhall be caught up ro meer the deſcending Judge, and 
ſhall be changed in the ſhining Aſcent. See in the 1ſt Epiſt. 
Cor, xv. Chap. where the Apoſtle treats this Subject at 
large, ver. 51, 52. Behold [ ſhew yau a myſtery ; we ſhall 

not 
92 Pet: v. 5. 1 Cor. vi. 15. 19. 
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not all ſleep, but we ſhall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an Eye, at the laſt Trumpet, (for the Trumpet 
hall ſound) and the dead ſball be raiſed incorruptable, and 
we ſhall be changed. So that in the End, there will be 
very little Difference between the dead Believers, and thoſe 
whom our Lord finds alive at his coming. Both ſhall be 
changed at our Lord's Deſcent ; caught up ro meet him in 
the Regions of Air, as his fiery Chariot rolls down amidſt 
Thunder, and Clouds, and Whirlwinds. The Living Saints 
ſhall be ſnatched from the Earth, and changed from the 
feeble State they are now in: Thoſe who are Dead, and ſleep 
among the Tombs, ſhall ſhake off che Diſhonours of the 
Graves, and be changed from the Vileneſs of Duſt and 
Worms. Of theſe in their Order. 


This vile Body ſhall be changed from the STATE of 
DEATH. What though our Bodies die ;- they ſhall re- 
vive from the Condition of Curſe and Corruption. a 
Man die, Pall he live again? Ves; at the Reſurrection 
of the Dead ſhall he be raiſed. GOD ſhall raiſe the Dead, 
by the Man whom he hath ordained, whereof he has given 
Aſſurance unto all Men in that he raiſed him from the Dead. 
So long ago as the Time of Job, the holy Man could look 
to a Redeemer, who ſhould call him from the Corruptions of 

the Grave, and renew his. conſumed Limbs to Strength, and 
his Eyes to Light. [Job xix. 25, 26, 27.] For I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter 
Day upen the Earth. And though after my Skin, Worms de- 
ftroy this Bedy, yet in my Fleſb ſhall I ſee GOD : whom I ſhall 
fee for my ſelf, and my Eyes behold, and not another, though 
my Reins be conſumed within me. We muſt die, but what 
then, we are as ſure of a Reſurrection as we are of Death. 
But Oh! what a blefſed Change will the Reſurrection make 
upon our dead Bodies. Perhaps the Worms have feaſted 
themſelves upon our Laſt Duſt; but they ſhall refund it, 
and give back every Attom: All that really belongs to our 
numerical Body. The Fiſhes perhaps have eaten the 
Carcaſe, buried in the Waves, and loſt in the Depths of the 
Ocean: But the Sea alſo ſhall return it back, and give of 
Y 
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the Dead which are in it. } Theſe Bodies may diſſolve, and 
_ featter among the Elements. Our Fluids may forſake their 
Veſfets; the Solid contract, and fold up in its primitive Mi- 
niature, And even after that the little inviſible Bones may 
moulder to finer Duſt, the Duſt may refine to Water, wan- 
der in a Cloud, float in a River, or be loſt in the wide Sea, 
and undiſtinguiſhed Drop among the Waves, They may 
be again ſucked up by the Sun, and fall in a Shower upon 
the Earth they may refreſh the Fields with Dew, flouriſh 
in a Spire of Grafs ; look green in a Leaf, or gaudy in a 
Flower or a Bloſſom, For we know Matter is continually 
changing, and one Element perpetually looſing it ſelf in ano- 
ther. Bur ler our Duſt wander where it will, throughout 
the whole material Creation, yet at the firſt Blaſt of the laſt 
Trumpet, it ſhall all at once ruſh together, and ſtart up a 
.compleat Man. The vile Body ſhall be changed, where- 
ever jt lay hid: The Duſt ſhall be called together; the 
Bones ſhall harden, and the Joints connect; a new, unknown, 
incorruptible Fluid ſuddenly fill the Veſſels; the Sinews 
ſhall brace with an immortal Strength, no more to be parted; 
and the Skin cover all with everlaſting Beauty, never to 
fade any more. This ſhall be the Change from the S/ ale of 
Death, which our vile Bodies ſhall paſs through The 
prophetick Viſion of ZEzetrel, ſhall be literally fulſilled at 
that day. Ezet. xxxvii,.— 14. Sod | 

This“ vile Body ſhall be changed from its PRESENT 
STATE. Though it ſhall be raiſed from the Dead, it [hall 
m1 revive to its preſent mean and diſhonourable Condition, 
bur ſhall be changed. Now it is a Body full of Unclcanneſs 
and Corruption, Diſeaſe and Death. But it ſhall be changed. 
Though it is fown in corruption, it ſhall be raiſed in incorrup- 
ion. Now our Body is mean and vile, and upon many 
Accounts diſhonourable; but it ſhall be changed. Though _ 
it is ſown in Diſhonour, it is raiſed in Glory. Now they 
are weak, and faint, ſoon exhauſted, and ſpent with Jong 
and cloſe Labour: But they ſhall be changed from their 
ſeeble ſtate, It is ſown in Weakneſs, it is raiſed in Power. 
Now how groſs and heavy are our Bodies ? How aua 

6 an 
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and unactive the unweildy Fleſh ? But it ſhall be changed. 
This I ſay Brethren, Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the 
Ring dom of God ; neither doth Corruption inherit Incorrupt ian. 
It is ſown a natural Body, it is raiſed a Spiritual Body. 
What can we ſay more to illuſtrate the bleſſed Change? 
Our Body is now in a thouſand reſpects an infirm and dying 
Body: But, O glorious Transformation ! This corruptible = 
muſt put on Incorruption ; and this mortal muſt put on Im- 
mortality. This is the Change from the pręſent State, of 
which theſe very vile Bodies are the Candidates. But we 
will not prevent our ſelves from ſaying 


Theſe vile Bodies of ours ſhall be FASHIONED LIKE 
UNTO CHRIST's GLORIOUS BODY. They ſhall 
be changed from the corrupt and unclean State of Death. 
More than this : they ſhall be changed from all the Diſho- 
nours and Meanneſs of the preſent Life: But O ſublimeſt 
Glory of all! O divine Expectation, and facred Hope! 
They ſhall be faſttoned like unto his glorious Body. Like 
the illuſtrious and immortal Body of our bleſſed LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. Obſerve ; CHRIST {till has a Body. 
His Body has a Form and Shape belonging to it. It is not 
our Bodies ſhall be made like unto CHRIST's glorious 
Body; but ſhall be faſhioned ; 9vpurgge, ſhall receive a like 
Figure and Shape, and be changed into the ſame Image. So 
| ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xv. 47, 49. The firſt man is of the 
Earth, earthy : the ſecond Man is the Lord fr om Heaven. 
Aud as we have born the Image of the Earthy, we ſhall alſe 
bear the Image of the Heavenly. 


But what is this Image ? and what is implied in that moſt 
expreſſive Idea, our vile ſhall be changed; and fathioned 
like unto CHRIST's glorious Body? 1 ſhall juſt hint at 
a few Particulars very briefly, 


To have the vile Body faſhioned like unto CHRIST's 
glorious Body, implies in it, that it be made ſplendid and 
illuſtrious. The Body of CHRIST is a ſhining Body, and 
ſcatters Light and Glory round about it. Saul was ſtruck 


blind, dezled with the unſufferable Blaze, that ruſh'd in a 
| Tempeſt 
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Tempeſt upon his Eyes, from the Body of the Son of GOD 
Jobn beheld him, with his Face ſhining like the Sun in its 
meridian Flame, and his Body beaming in an anſwerable 
Glory. The Angels and the glorified Saints behold him, as 
the great Ornament and the Light of Heaven : For the Lamb 
is the Light of it, and they need no Sun, or Moon, or Candle. 


If CHRIST's Body be thus ſplendid, our's ſhall be fo 
too; for they ſhall be faſhioned like unto his glorious Body. 
They ſhall put on a ſhining Form ; ſhoot like a Flame from 
the Grave, and glitter like a Ray of Light up the Ether. 
Dan. xii. 3. They that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs 
of the. Firmament, and they which turn many to Righteou/- 
neſs, as the Stars for ever and ever. 


It implies that our Bodies ſhall be immortal. CHRIST's - 
Body is immortal; Being raiſed from the Dead, he dieth no 
more, Rev. vi. 9. He pronounces with a Voice of Triumph, 
Rev. i. 18. I am be that liveth, and was dead; and behold, 
J am alive forevermore, Amen. | 


Is the Body of CHRIST immortal? our Bodies ſhall be 
faſhioned like unto his own immortal Body. This Mortal 
muſt put on Immortality. We muſt all die; we ſhall die but 
vnce. Being raiſed from the Dead, Death ſhall be ſwallowed 
up in Victory; and there ſhall be no more Death.* 


It implies that our Bodies ſhall be glorified with very 
myſterious and aſtoniſhing Powers. The Body of Chriſt could 
aſcend and deſcend with equal eaſe, It could ſtand aloft 
in the Air, without any viſible Support; ſo he looked down 
through the opened Heavens, upon the expiring Stephen ; 
Act. vi. 56. So he dazled the Eyes of Saul in the Road to 
Damaſcus ; Act. ix. 3. It could riſe up gradually from the 
Ground, and tower away through the upper Skies, ro the 
World above. So he aſcended in the View of the Men of 
Galilee, till a Cloud ſail'd under his Feet, and raviſhed him 
from their gazing Eyes; A. i. 9. The Body of CHRIST 
could ſhift its form as there was Occaſion, and vary its Shape 
and Dreſs, according to the Diſpoſition of his Soul. To 

| Mar; 


+ Rev. i 23, Rev. zzi. 4. 
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Mary Magdalene he aſſumed the Form and Habit of a Gar- 
dener; Jeb. xx. 15. While the ſame Day, the two Diſciples 
going to Emmaus, miſtook him for a Traveller, from his 
Air and Dreſs.+ © For after that he appeared in ANOTHER 
FORM unto two of them as they walked, and went into the 
Country, In a Word, the Body of CHRIST could appeat 
or vaniſh juſt as he pleaſed, and it ſhould ſeem without 
Reſiſtance from groſſer Matter. Thus to his Diſciples met 
together, with the Door ſhut, cn a ſudden, he ſtood confeſs'd 
in the midſt of them, to their Wonder and Amazemgat.} 
I can ſee nothing tending to Hereſy in this Conjecture: 
Nor do I think we have any reaſon to read the Paſlage, after 
the Time of ſhutting the Door. But it is indifferent to our 
preſent Head, whether the Body of our Lord penetrated 
through the Pores of the Wood, as Light, which is a Body 
does through the much finer Pores of Glaſs ; or whether 
it had a Power ſo marvellous, as to open and ſhut the Door, 
at once ſo ſwift, and fo ſaft, as to be entirely unperceived 
both by the Sight and Hearing, Either the one or the 
other, ſhows the wondrous Powers of the raiſed Body. 


And are theſe the Glories of CHRIST's Body ? our's 
ſhall be faſhioned like it. When we are raiſed from the 
Dead, our Bodies will be active as the Flames, and vigorous 
as the Sun- beams. They will be able to command their 
Shape, or to ſhiſt their Place as they pleaſe. To glide over 
Oceans, riſe through the Clouls, dart like a Stream of 
Lightning from Eaſt to Welt, and range ſuddenly over the 
whole Creation. | 


It implies, That our Bodies ſhall be renewed, holy Bodies. 
CHRIST's Body is holy, and always was ſo. He nero no Sin; 
and though he was made in the likeneſs of finful Fleſh, yet 
without Sin. He was Holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeperate from 
Sinners, His Body was 2 and conſecrate, and perfectly 
holy from its Birth. So the Angel bleſſed the Womb of the 
pregnant Virgin, The Holy thing which ſhall be born of thee, 
Hall be called the Son of GOD.$ , | 

C $ 


+ Lok. xziv. 13. Mark zvi. 12. 


Mop, The Word which Ariſtotle uſes for his SubPantlal Form, 
7 Joh. IX. 19 26. Luk, iv. 36. 37. $ Luk, i. 35. 
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Is the Body of CHRIST holy? our's ſhall be ſo too; 
ſhall be faſhioned like unto his own holy Body. Theſe 
Senſes ſhall be refined, theſe Paſſions rectified, and theſe Appe- 
tit es adjuſted to a perfect Order and Oeconomy. O divine 
Felicity, when this ſinful Fleſh, ſhall be changed into a per- 
ſect holy Temple ! Our Sanctification diſplays it ſeif upon 
Spirit, Soul, and Body, In this Life, we are ſanctihed 
bur in Part, in each of theſe. Our Souls are wholly 
ſanctified, upon the laſt happy Gaſp of Death : Our Bodies 
will be ſo too, at the final Note of the great Trumpet, that 
ſhall call them from the duſty Boſom of the Grave. Then 
ſhall they be raiſed holy Bodies, . faſhioned like unto 
CHRIST's moſt glorious Body. | 


Why ſhould we proceed any further? Shall our Bodies 
be faſhioned like to CHRIST's glorious Body? It is enough 
Wecan go no higher ; can wiſh no more ! We make a vain 
effort to deſcribe the Glory ; which the Fancy cannot paint, 
nor the Heart conceive. Our raiſed Bodies will ſhine with a 
Splendor, which, at preſent, we can have no equal Idea of. 
Beloved, now are we the Sons of GOD; and it doth not 
appear what we ſha#l be: But we know, that when he ſhall 
appear. we ſhall be like him, fer ve ſhall ſee him as be 15.4 
It does not yet appear what we ſhall be: We can't imagine 
or conceive the Brightneſs of our tuture Glory. No matter; 
It is enough for us, that we ſhall with theſe Eyes behold 
the beauteous and majeſtick Face of JESUS, and ſee him as 
he is. If we may but with open Face behold the Glory of the 
Lord, we {hall irreſiſtibly catch the Beams, and be changed 
into the ſame Image from Glory to Glory. The Viſion will 
be a transforming Viſion. We ſhall be like Him, for we ſhall 
fee him as he is. Be like Him; How? who can ſay how? 
It is above our mortal Language to declare how. Ut does 
not appear what we ſhall be, but we know that when be ſhall 
appear we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. O 
happy Viſion ! O bliſsful Change! O myſterious Glory! 


The Fourth Propoſition of the Text, is, It is our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST wo ſhall change our vile Body, and 
fathion it like His glorious Body. This is the Work of 


| 'the 
+ 1 Joh. iii. 2. 
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the great GOD our SAVIOUR. He can do it, and he 

will do it. Here is the Power; here is the Geodne/s of GOD. 
He is able and he will keep, and raiſe, and glorify, even 
the Duſt committed to Him. From the Hints of the Con- 
text I might ferch Arguments enough to enlarge here. — 


But I ſee the Time expires, and I deſiſt. 


I come now to make a ſhort Improvement of the noble 
Doctrines. 


How unhappy are wicked Men ! He Shall change OUR 
vile Body thit it may be faſhioned like his. Our; none 
but cars. The Unbelieyer and Impenitent has no lutereſt 
at all in this Se, hope ; none but the fincere Chriſtian 
can apply it to himſelf, It is true the wicked muſt be raiſed 
from the Dead, as well as the holy. But Oh! how wide the 
Difference between the one and the other, at the great deci- 
five Day! The wicked ſhall be rai/ed to Shame and ever- 
laſting Contempt. No Glory ſhall ſhine about them, no 
Image of CHRIST ſhall appear upon them. They ſhall 
be changed, ?ris true, but O the dreadful Change! Their 
feeble Bodies muſt be changed into Bodies ſtrong to bear the 
Wrath of an Almighty GOD. Their dying and dead Bodies 
ſhall be changed into Bodies of an mortal Conſtitution ; 
Bodies that mult live forever in unſufferable Anguiſh ! That 
mult meaſure Eternal Ages with Groans and Out. Cries, and 
Execrations and Deſpair, Their corrupt and filthy Bodies 
ſhall be changed into ten thouſand Times more hi leu, and 
laat hſome Figures: Fit to be Iuhabitants of Hell, aud 
Companions for Devils. Their healthy and plenſſrable 
Bodies ſhall be changed, be ſeized and rack'd with an unknown 
Variety of Pains and Torments; ſhall feed the Flames of 
the horrible Furnace ; kindled with the Wrath of GOD that 
burneth as an Oven, and endureth for ever. And Oh! 
who can dwell with devouring Fire? ubs can endure ever- 
laſling Burnings? The darkneſs of the Gr ave (hall be changed 
for the outer Darkneſs, where ſball be weepins and gnaſbir g 
of Teeth, Inſtead of being faſhioned like unto CHRIST's 
glorious Body; they ſhall be blacken'd with the finifl'd 
Image of the Devil, and be conſigned over to everlabing 

EDI C 2 fire, 
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Fire, prepared for the Devil and his * * O the fearful 
Change, which the Reſurrection will make upon the 
Bodies of the wicked | ; 


Let us learn to ſet a double Value upon our Bodies. Though 
we may not idolize them, as the Crime generally is, we 
ought to honour them, and cheriſh them with a proper Care. 
Whar Honours are they coming to in a future State ? They 
ſhall be raiſed, and changed, and faſhioned like to CHRIST's 
glorious Body. 


Learn the Honours of our Lord JESUS CHRIST. Tis 
HE who ſhall raiſe theſe vile Bodies, and faſhjon them like 
his glorious Body. Herein is the dear Saviour mighty as a 
GOD } herein he is good as a GON, too. Not only can 
he, but he pill do this for us. O what Love ſhould bear 
in the Hearts of theſe Bodies, to him who ſhall change them, 
and be the Strength of bc very Hearts, and their 
Portion for ever,, What Thanks ſhall we pay this adored 
JESUS! What grateful Returns ſhall we make him! Lec 
every Breath ariſe tuneful in his Honours, who (hall quickly 
inſpire theſe Noſtrils with Breath that will never ſcatter or 

aſp away. Let every Pulſe in our Blood, beat Time to 
| Muſick of his Praiſe. who will anon give the Pulſes to leap 

through this living Frame, unfainting and immortal. Lec 
every Member of theſe vile Bodies, grow honourable, by 
Employment in his Service, who ſhall change our vile Bodies, 
and faſhion them like his own, Our Eyes, be ye exhauſted 
in, viewing the Works of GOD, in Reading his Word, and 
be lifted up to Heaven in his Praiſe ! Theſe Eyes which 
ſhall ſee GOD ! Our Ears, employ all your curious Organs 
in hearing his dear Voice ; theſe Ears which ſhall quickly 
be changed; which ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of 
GOD, in the Graves where they lie, and be tranſported 
with endleſs Hallilujahs. Shall not theſe Tongues of ours 
be redeemed from the filent Grave, and utter the Anthems 
of Heaven? Awake up then, our Tongue, our Glory; and 
bleſs and praiſe the LORD. Theſe Lips ſhall forget the 
Pale of Death, and be changed, and bloom afreſh : what 
can we do leſs than praiſe thee aloud with joyful Lips, — 
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Hall renew their faded Beauty. O let all the Body which 
ſhall be changed by CHRIST, be employed in the Service of 
CHRIST. How was CHRIST's B dy employed upon 
Earth? Let our Bodies be employed like bis now, which ſhall 
be faſhioned like his hereafter. - 

And to conclude. Rejoice, O Believer, Thy dead men ſpall 
live, together with my dead Body ſhall they ariſe ; Awake, 
and ſing ye that dw:l! in the Duſt : for thy dew is as the 
dew of Herb and the Earth ſhall caſt out her dead.* Shall 
our Body be raiſed from the Grave, let us not be afraid to 
put off this Body; let us meet Death with Triumph! Death! 
which ſhall only change this vile Body for a glorious one. 
What glories are to come even upon this vile Body of ours. 
Our Souls, the nobleſt Parts, they are ſafe. Nay, but our 
Body too, the vile Body, ſhall be all glorious. Now, perhaps, 
theſe Bodies are in Pain; but quickly they ſhall know no more 
Pain, Now they are weary with Labour ; quickly, they 
{ball reſt from their Labour, and raiſe to conſtant Exerciſe 
without Wearineſs. Now they weep and ſigh in many 
Sorrows ; Quickly, all Tears ſhall be wiped from our Eyes, 
and Sorrow and Sighing {hall flee away. Now they ſhall die, 
and go down to the Graves which wait for us: But though 
we die, yet (hall we live; we ſhall be redeemed from the 
Power of the Grave, and ariſe to die no more. Therefore 
my heart is glad. and my glery rejoiceth ; my fleſh a/ſo hall 
reft in hope. For thou wilt not leave my Soul in the Grave ; 
nor ſuffer thy holy one always to ſee corruption. Theu wilt 
fſhew me the path of Life, in a Reſurrection from the Dead; 
in thy Preſence is Fulneſs of F:y, and at thy Right Hand are 
Pleaſures for evermore. | 


1 
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To 6!) up the vacant Pages, is inſerted the following ExtraQ from the 
New-England Weekly Journal, written by the Author in the Year 


1727, under an aſſumed Character, and ſince often reprinted in 
Magazines, and elſewhere, 


N a former Paper, I began to confider thoſe awful Changes which all Mankind 
muſt paſs through, but which now lie hid in the Mazes of Futurity, and appear to 
our Eyes in a Cloud at a great Diſtance, I then confidered Death, as awful and 

unavoidable ; full of ſurprize, and big with a ſolemn Kind of Curiofty, As I was re- 
foming theſe Contemplations, and meditating on that new Face of Things which awa- 
kens to the Eyes of a Spirit newly departed from the Body, 1 found among my Papers a 
ſmall Arabian Manuſcript which I lit upon in my Travels thro Perſia. It contains a 
Collection of Tracts written by ſeveral famous Oriental Magi; among which is One, 
called, the Meditations of Caſſim the Son of Ahmed. This being adapted to my preſent 
Defign, 1 | communicate it to the Publick, in a Tranſlation as litteral as the Idiom of 
the tw Linguages will admit. I ſhall only obſerve, that though the Boldneſs of the 
phors, ang the Liberty of the Style are, after the Eaſtern Way, above the little 
Niceties of our coleer Climates, and proclaim it genuine; yet there appear many things 
in it, which look like ſome of the Refinements of our modern European Philoſophy ; 
whence it ſhould ſeem that they were acquainted with them before us. And whether 
we did not at firſt derive our Knowledge in theſe Inſtances from them, I leave to be de- 
. Cided 7 Men of Learning, who have Leiſure, and a Genius for Antiquity, 


he Meditation of CassIu the Son of AuMeD. 
c Was a few Nights ago, walking over the Hills in the Weſtern and unfrequented 
Paths of the City Lima, which looks towards the Deſert of Elcarif, in order to 
© refreſh myſelt after the Studies of the Day. As Igrew tired with walking, I ſeated my ſelf 
© onthe Head of one of the higheſt among that verdeat Range of Mountains, and gave my 
© ſelf into a profound Contemplation on the Works of the great Creator, which then 
© preſented themſelves to my View, in the moſt charming Proſpet imaginable. The 
Height of the Place, the Stillneſs of the Seaſon, the Majeſty and Solemnity of the 
© Shades, which were at that time filvered over with a bright Moon-ſhine, ſpread through 
© my whole Soul a Tranquility, not to be felt but by a Mind free from Guilt, and 
© raifed by the Raptures of Religion and Devotion. On one Hand of the Summit where 
I fat, the Town appeared buried in Sleep and Silence, and produced in my Heart thoſe 
* tender overflowings of Compaſſion and Humanity which are natural to a generous Mind. 
© On the other fide, the Deſert of E/cat;f extended its Uncultivated Demenſions, and by 
© 1s Vaſtnels and Ruggedneſs of Land{kip, firuck my Imagination with a kind of plea- 
© fng Horror. I could obſerye not ung throughout its ſavage Waſtes but the Caverns 
* and Precipices, broken Rocks and Mountains, hallow Vales, ſandy Plains, and gloomy 
©Forefts with which it is covered. At the Foot of the Hill, the River which waters 
© Lima, flowed along in a ſerene Calm, whoſe Waves ſeemed to murmur in their Sleep, 
© and nod gently to the Shore. Over my Head the Skies ſhong with a lively blue, whence 
© the beautiful Empreſs of the Night diſpenſed her Influences, and the Stars twinkled 
© round her Throne, like ſo many Diamonds in an Arch of Saphirz. Ina word, the 
© Place, the Seaſon, and the Subject of my Meditations ail conſpired to fix my Thoughts, 
© and kindle in my Boſom the Flames of a holy Tranſport. | 
. © ASI melted away in theſe Delights, I covld not help imagining that the ſame Em- 
© ployment I was then pleaſing my ſelf with, bore ſorae Analogy to thoſe which regale 
©the departed Spirits of good Men. 
« O Son of Abmed, ſaid I to my ſelf, do not the Inhabitants of Paradiſe thus admire 
* the Works of GOD ! Does not the Harmony of their Praiſe rove through the Bowers 
44 of Bliſs, and ſoften the Murraurs of the Streams of Life] Are they not overflowed 
« th a Flood of Joy, when they ſearch the Labyrinths of Creation, and range through 
* the Dominions of the Supream Being! Methinks I behold them lift up their admir:ng 
«Fyes, from the Fields green in an eternal Flouriſh, and with à ſtrengthened and in- 
* Jarged Ken, penetrate into the remote Spaces of the Ether, They view the various 
* Syſtems that compoſe our Univerſe, and their Intelects are ſtretched and crowded with 
« the ample Viſion. Here the fixt Stars, like ſo many Suns, beat upon their ſight in a 
« Tempeſt of Glory. Here the ſeveral Planets gravitate to their teſyective Suns, and wheel 
ce about in a mightyEddy of Liquid Flame. Here che leſſer 50tell-tes dance attendance to 
« their primary Planets, and with a milder gleam, brighten their Shades, and: cfreſh LP 
ours 
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Hours of Darkneſs. While all are inhabited by a numerous Race of Creatures of dif- 
« ferent Capacities and Orders ; but all — adapted to glorify their infinite blaker. 
* WHILE I was in the midf of this Sohloquy, and as my Thoughts fixed, and grew 
* warmer by degrees, a Philoſophical Enquiry ſtarted to me, which 1 did not find eaſy to 
* anſwer, '** How, ſaid I to my ſelf, can the Spirits in Paradiſe, ſtript of the humane 
% Body, taſte the Delights of. thoſe ſoft and indulgent Climates ? How will the naked 
* Soul be able to behold the Wonders of creating Art, which are ſo profuſely poured out 
„upon thoſę Regions of Bliſs and Immortality? Can they ſee the Verdure of the Hills, 
* and the Flouriſh of the Fields, when they have left their mortal Eyes behind them? 
* Or can they, without the Ears of the Body, be raviſh'd with the Concert of warbling 
« Birds, rilling Streams, and bubbling Fountains ? Surely in vain will the B'offoms throw 
© their Odours, and the Groves of 8 ices will perfume the Air in vain, if the power of 
* Smelling be utterly extinguiſhed in the ſeperate Spirits of good Men : And to what 
% Purpoſe will the Fruits bluſh, or the Breezes cool, if the Tafte be entirely gone, and 
« the Nerves can fee! no more? 
* WHILE 1 was loſing my ſelf in theſe Enquiries, I beheld a Man ſeated on the 
© Head of a Mountain at ſome Diſtance, who looked down to me, and with a Voice full 
of Majeſty, called me up. 
« CASSIM, ſaid be, draw near, be attentive to what 1 oy, nd ceaſe to perplex thy 
« Mind with the Unſearchable Myfter es of out World. thus haſh rn am a 
« Genius ; my Name is Secret. The Place of my Abode is remote, and hidden; Joy 
« dwells there; ap: Darkneſs intercepts the Sight of it. Silence ſhall cover it; Death 
4e ſhall lay open its Gates. Aſſure thy ſelf, thou Son of Abmed, that the unembgdied N 
% Genii among us, are perfectly holy, and happy beyond thy glimmering Conceptions. 
What avails it thee to know how they converſe; what they ſez ; where they dwell. 
** Ceaſe thy Curiofity, and calm thy Mind, Would you know what we do here, and be 
«« acquainted with our Enjoyments, love your Maker, converſe with yoyr own Heart, 
te and delight in doing Good. The Time haſtens in which we ſhall receive our Bodies ; 
* for the Duſt ſhall quicken, and the Soul be reunited, That which now is in theGrave, 
«*« ſtiff and pale, and haſtning to Clay and Aſhes, ſhall revive, ſhall brighten, hall fly 
e away ; beauteous as the Morning, vigorous as the Light, unfaiding and immortal. 
% Enquire not how this ſhall be: go to the Looms of Pera and they ſhall inſtruct thee. 
** Doſt thou not obſerve the ſhining little Worm that ſpins thy Garments ? lo ! he ſets 
* thee an Example, ard inſpires thy. Hopes. He glorifies his Maker, be winds his filken 
t Neſt for the good of others, and he retire: inwards. Having done his Work he die *© 
« being dead, be riſes again. Vou have often ſeen the uſeful Inſet expire, and his 
*« Skin wither, and dry away; and yet even this dry Skin become a prolifick Egg and a 
* new Life ſpring in this I;tile Monument of Death. You have beheld the dead Silk- 
« worm revive a Butterfly the moſt beautiful and curious of all that ſplendid Race of - 
© Inſets. What more entertaining Specimen of the Reſurre&ion is there, in the whole © 
« Circumference of Nature? Here are all the wonders of that Day in Miniature. It was 
©« once a deſpicable Worm, it is raiſed a kind of painted little Bird. Formerly it crawled 
along with a flow and leiſurely Motion: now itflutte ts aloft upon its guilded Wings. 
How much improved is its ſpeckled Covering, when all the Gaudineſs of Colour is 
« ſcattered about its Plumage. It is ſpangled with Gold and Silver, and has every Gem 
« of the Orient ſparkling among its curious Feathers. Here a brilliant Spot, like a clear 
« Diamond, twinkles with an unſullied Flame, and trembles with num'rous Lights, thut 
« glitter in a gay Confuſion. There a Saphire cafts a milder Gleam, and ſhews like the 
„blue Expanſe of Heaven in a fair Winter Evening, In this Place an Emerald, like the 
s calm Ocean, diſplays its chearful and vivid Green: And cloſe by a Ruby flames with © , 
*« the ripened Bluſh of the Morning. The Breaſt and Legs, like Ebony, ſhone with a 
* glorious Darkneſs ; while its expanded Wings are edged with the golden Magnificence * 
* of the Topaz. Thus the jlluftrious little Creature is finiſhed with the divineſt Art, 4 
* and looks like an animated Compoſition of Jewels, that blend theig- promiſcuous Beams 
about him, Thus, Oh Caſſim, ſhall the Bodies of Good Men be raiſed; thus ſhall 
** they ſhine, and thus fly away. Ceaſe then thy Enquiries ; learn to live, and long 
*© to die. Prepare for our World, and get thy Work done quickly. | | 
THE Genius having ſpoken theſe Words, continue d ſilent for ſome time, when my 
© Ears were at once ſurprized with the Melody of innumerable Voices, and inſtruments of 
* Muſick, which ſeemed to reſound from a great Height in the Air. Immediately-the * 
* Genius ſoar'd away, and my Eyes loſt him in the ſublime Ether. I then turned my 
* fight Eaſtward, and faw the dawning Day ſmile on the Tops of the Mountains, 
The Meditation of Caffim is finiſhed.” - 
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